Journal ofthe Royal Society of Medicine Volume 74 August 1981 635 A Colour Atlas of Clinical Gynaecology V R Tindall pp 131 £15 London: Wolfe Medical 1981 How often do clinicians say to themselves 'If only I had my camera with mer Time and time again they are confronted with a condition that is either photogenic or unusual or both, and the opportunity for recording it goes.
Professor Tindall, however, and his predecessor and colleagues have obviously not been caught out in this way. He has therefore been able to produce this most excellent colour atlas with 390 photographs of conditions common and rare. It is good that the common conditions in gynaecology are as beautifully illustrated as the less common ones, because this makes the book so valuable as an aid to learning. I see its role as the ideal companion to the ordinary everyday textbook of gynaecology. With this book beside the other one it is possible to read about a subject like, say, abdominal or vaginal adencarcinoma and be able to see what the author is talking about.
As always with this series of atlases the publishers have produced a beautifully illustrated and handsome volume at a very modest price. It is an admirable aid to learning for the student, the general practitioner and the postgraduate specialist.
ELLIOT PHILIPP

Honorary Consultant Gynaecologist Royal Northern Hospital, London
Mental Health and Primary Medical Care Formulated by the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry's Committee on Preventive Psychiatry pp 83 US$5 New York: Mental Health Materials Centre 1980 The Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry is an independent group of some 300 psychiatrists which from time to time issues reports on various aspects of American psychiatry. It includes amongst its membership some of the most influential psychiatrists and for that reason the appearance of this otherwise unremarkable publication merits attention. The cost of American psychiatry, the report declares, is raising concern about the precise nature of any mental health care which is included in the health care provisions of the future. The authors note with an almost tangible alarm that 'If the field of ' primary care continues to develop as anticipated, it is likely that more people will seek mental health care from their primary care physicians'. They cope with their alarm by comforting themselves with the thought that more psychiatry in primary care means, in the short-term at least, more teaching of primary care physicians by themselves, a conclusion by no means as obvious as they clearly believe. But they are surely right when they observe that the development of primary care interest in mental health problems raises the question of the efficacy of psychotherapy in a manner which ensures that it just cannot be avoided any longer. The report has a tendency to ignore or underestimate the role of the primary care physician in negotiating the terms of what psychiatry is to be taught to the new primary care providers of the future. The psychiatrist as teacher receives most consideration. But the report does not shirk the logical consequence of its arguments. Effective input from the consultant psychiatrist, it concludes, should result in primary care teachers 'ultimately replacing psychiatrists as the major teachers of mental health in primary care'. So what is left for psychiatrists when primary care physicians take over the teaching and the treatment? Wisely, perhaps, the report avoids the question. However, whether it can remain avoided for much longer remains to be seen. The epidemiological situation of malaria in the world continues to cause much anxiety because of the resurgence of this disease in many parts of South Asia and also because of the slow but steady increase of the frequency of tropical strains of Plasmodium falciparum, resistant to some of our best antimalarial drugs. Much research is now being carried out, under the aegis of the World Bank, the World Health Organization and the United Nations Development Programme, on the best ways to control this ancient disease, the global eradication of which has not succeeded. The three volumes deal respectively with: 'Epidemiology, Chemotherapy, Morphology and Metabolism' (vol I); 'Pathology, Vector Studies and Culture' (vol 2); and 'Immunology and Immunization' (vol 3). The editor of these three volumes, himself a distinguished scientist, brought together 37 contributors, most of whom have been working for years on a specific area of knowledge of human or animal malaria. Each of the contributors has given an accurate, factual and fairly concise account of the present state of research in their chosen fields, ranging from parasitology, through biochemistry, pathology, entomology, immunology, serology and chemotherapy, to recent advances in methods of immunization against malaria infection of experi-
